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ZINC

History* 7ine is generally considered as being among the
modern metals, since hut little was known of it as a distinct
metal until the i(>th century. It was used in making brass
many years before it was recognized as a separate metal The
Chinese were perhaps the first to extract zinc from its ores. In
fact, it is believed that the first process employed in Kurope for
smelting zinc was borrowed from China. Hie first important
zinc works were erected by John Champion, an Englishman,
his process continuing in use, with some modifications, until
i8(K). The Belgian process was originated by Dony, a Belgian
chemist, in 1805. This process is now in general use. Zinc
smelting was begun in the United States in 1850.

ORES

Sphalerite (XnS), commonly known as Blende, is the most
important ore of seine. It occurs in rocks of all ages and is

rarely ever pure, It is often associated with ores of lead and
iron, more rarely with copper and silver.

Smithsonite (ZnCOn) occurs usually in calcareous rocks, and
is often associated with other zinc ores. It is widely distributed
but is not often an abundant ore,

Wlllemite (jXn().S5<)s) is an important ore in some localities,
Like smithsoniu* it is often associated with other ores.

Calamine is* strictly speaking, the hydrated silicate of ssinc.
It is commonly understood to include the carbonates and sili-
cates of xine, which are generally associated and of quite vari-
able composition.

Tranklinite n an ore occurring in New Jersey It is a mix-
ture of xincitc (XnO) with the magnetic oxide of iron and the
corresponding oxide of manganese,

The principal known deposits of zinc in America are in the
Middle states and New Jersey, The only other Kastern de-